
 
CITY OF BAYPORT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 
6:00 P.M. 

      
CALL TO ORDER 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Chairperson Goldston called the regular Bayport Planning 
Commission meeting of September 20, 2010 to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  Dan Goldston, Pam Hoye, David Levy and Jennifer Schneider 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Tom Mabie 
 
City Staff Present:  Assistant City Administrator/Planner Sara, City Council Liaison Judy Seeberger, 
and City Attorney Nick Vivian  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Schneider and seconded by Commissioner Levy to approve the August 
16, 2010 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Consider an amendment to Appendix C - Lower St. Croix Bluffland and Shoreland Management, 
Section 2 – Intent and Purpose of the Bayport City Code:  Assistant City Administrator/Planner Taylor 
reviewed the background of the request to amend the city’s Lower St. Croix Bluffland and Shoreland 
Management ordinance to reflect recent State of Minnesota legislation that allows certain pre-existing 
land uses in rural districts in the St. Croix Riverway District to continue and be recognized as approved 
uses, with a conditional use permit.  Brian Zeller, the property owner of 836 Minnesota Street South, 
was instrumental in passage of the legislation, due to the unique circumstances associated with his 
property located in the St. Croix Riverway District.  City staff has been working with Mr. Zeller since 
receiving notification from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) that the property 
was designated as a rural district and its current commercial land use was in violation of the Lower St. 
Croix River Act.  Staff supports the approved legislation because it coincides with the city’s position 
that Mr. Zeller’s parcel is suited for limited commercial use and is consistent with the city’s zoning and 
comprehensive land use plan.  Upon approval of the amendment to the city’s ordinance, staff will work 
with Mr. Zeller on submittal of an application for a conditional use permit to bring the property into 
compliance.  This application is anticipated to be submitted within the next few months.   
 
Notice of the Planning Commission’s public hearing was published in the Stillwater Gazette on 
September 9, 2010.  Comments were received from the DNR and the St. Croix Scenic Coalition, with 
both organizations in favor of the ordinance amendment.  Discussion followed on the past use of the 
property and the unique circumstances surrounding the parcel. 
 
Chairperson Goldston opened the public hearing and no public comment was heard. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Hoye to close the public 
hearing.  Motion carried. 
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It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Schneider to recommend to the 
City Council to approve an amendment to Appendix C – Lower St. Croix Bluffland and Shoreland 
Management, Section 2 – Intent and Purpose, specifying which lands are designated as being in the 
rural district and certain land uses which are allowed as a conditional use in the rural district. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Planner Taylor updated the Planning Commission on the status of a variance for a house addition at 
456 4th Street South.  The homeowners have not started the project yet and are requesting that the 
conditions of approval for the variance be extended until September 1, 2011.  City staff has determined 
no further action is needed by the Planning Commission to grant the approval.  As such, the city has 
granted the extension as requested. 
 
OPEN FORUM – None 
 
ADJOURN 
It was moved by Commissioner Hoye and seconded by Commissioner Schneider to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:11 p.m.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 


