
CITY OF BAYPORT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

NOVEMBER 16, 2009 

6:00 P.M. 

      

CALL TO ORDER 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Vice Chairperson Goldston called the regular Bayport 

Planning Commission meeting of November 16, 2009, to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Commissioners Present:  Dan Goldston, Pam Hoye, David Levy, and Jennifer Schneider 

 

Commissioners Absent:  Tom Mabie 

 

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Mitch Berg, Assistant City Administrator/Planner Sara 

Taylor and City Council Liaison Judy Seeberger 

 

Others Present:  Molly Shodeen, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

It was moved by Commissioner Schneider and seconded by Commissioner Levy to approve the 

September 21, 2009 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Public hearing to consider amendments to the city’s Floodplain Management Ordinance, to be 

consistent with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), including adoption of the 

effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM):  Assistant City Administrator/Planner Taylor 

explained that the purpose of the public hearing was to consider updates to the city’s floodplain 

ordinance in response to mandates by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

The city’s floodplain ordinance is considered an overlay zoning ordinance and establishes 

provisions to minimize loss or damage to property located within the floodplain.  The city is 

required to adopt the amended ordinance and subsequent updates in order to participate in the 

NFIP, which benefits affected property owners by making flood and disaster insurance available 

to them.  Most of the text included in the draft ordinance is required by FEMA; however, there 

are some optional sections for consideration.  Staff recommended approval of the draft 

ordinance, including the optional sections.  DNR representative Molly Shodeen explained that 

the boundaries have been better defined and there will be fewer properties/structures in the 

floodplain; however, Bayport does have a high percentage of structures in the floodplain. 

Discussion followed on each of the optional text sections, including health and safety concerns 

for occupying flooded structures, the cumulative tracking of changes to structures, and defining 

whether assessed or appraised market values should be used to comply with the ordinance. 

 

Vice Chairperson Goldston opened the public hearing. 

 

Rick Schneider, 1 North Lakeside Drive, expressed concern with requiring automatic openings to 

equalize hydrostatic pressure but believes FEMA is moving in the right direction to regulate 

building and minimize losses in floodplains. 

 



  2 

It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Hoye to close the public 

hearing.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Schneider stated she was opposed to adopting optional text section 5.51 requiring 

vehicular access at or above an elevation not more than two feet below the regulatory flood 

protection elevation, as well as section 11.13 regulating the cost of structural alterations or 

additions.  Discussion followed on the difficulty of administering section 5.51, revising the text 

to include commercial structures, and clarifying or eliminating text regarding market value in 

section 11.13.  The Planning Commission voted 3-1 to retain section 11.13 in the draft 

ordinance. 

 

 It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Schneider to recommend 

to the City Council to approve amendments to the city’s Floodplain Management Ordinance, to 

be consistent with the National Flood Insurance Program, including adoption of the effective 

Flood Insurance Rate Map, with the findings of fact as recommended by staff, and to revise the 

first sentence in section 5.51 to read “All new structures, with the exception of accessory 

structures, must have vehicular access at or above an elevation not more than two (2) feet below 

the regulatory flood protection elevation.”  Motion carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS – None 

 

NEW BUSINESS – None 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION – None 

 

OPEN FORUM – None 

 

ADJOURN 

It was moved by Commissioner Hoye and seconded by Commissioner Goldston to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:05 p.m.  Motion carried.  

 

 

 


