
 
CITY OF BAYPORT 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

JANUARY 22, 2008 
6:00 P.M. 

      
CALL TO ORDER 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Chairperson Mabie called the regular Bayport Planning 
Commission meeting of January 22, 2008, to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  Chairperson Tom Mabie, Commissioners David Levy, Judith Seeberger 
and Ron Wolfe 
 

Commissioners Absent:  Commissioner Jennifer Schneider 
 

City Staff Present:  City Administrator Mike McGuire, City Council Liaison Torry Kraftson, and 
Assistant City Administrator/Planner Sara Taylor 
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 
It was moved by Commissioner Seeberger and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to appoint Tom 
Mabie as the Chairperson of the Planning Commission for a term of two years, or until his term 
expires.  Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Seeberger to approve the 
November 19, 2007 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Consider amendments to Appendix B – Zoning Ordinance of the Bayport City Code:  Planner 
Taylor stated that staff had been working on updating certain sections of the city’s zoning ordinance 
in order to be consistent with other communities and common zoning practices, as well as 
correcting minor grammatical errors and clarifying text.  A handout on proposed changes for 
Section 703 was distributed.  Planner Taylor provided a summary of the proposed changes and 
answered questions relative to specific areas of the code.  Discussion followed on the proposal to 
include a 6-month timeframe for the completion of exterior work, once a building permit is issued.  
Staff indicated the building official would work with the permit holder and could allow some 
flexibility with this timeframe, if needed. 
 
Chairperson Mabie opened the public hearing and the following individuals were heard: 
 
Corey Mohan, 380 4th Street South, spoke on behalf of amending the code to allow chickens in the 
city.  He indicated the city’s proposed licensing and inspection requirements seem reasonable and 
responsible.  It was noted roosters would not be allowed. 
 
Jon Nowaczek, 424 5th Street South, stated that he was in favor of the zoning ordinance 
amendments in general and supportive of the small bird and fowl program, noting adequate 
measures would be in place to protect the interest of neighbors and the community. 
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Discussion followed on the cost of the permit fee for small birds/fowl, with the commissioners 
having mixed feelings as to the charge.  Administrator McGuire noted that the inspection and 
follow-up costs associated with a small bird and/or fowl permit would be much greater than a pet 
license. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to close the public 
hearing.  Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Seeberger and seconded by Commissioner Levy to recommend to 
the City Council to approve the amendments to Appendix B – Zoning of the Bayport City Code, 
with the findings of fact being that the staff rationale for the changes was acceptable, and that the 
commissioners had some disagreement as to the fee for the small bird and/or fowl permit.  Motion 
carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Consider approval of 2008 application due dates and meeting calendar:   
 
It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Wolfe to approve the 2008 
planning and zoning application due dates and meeting calendar.  Motion carried. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION – None 
 
OPEN FORUM – None 
 
ADJOURN 
It was moved by Commissioner Wolfe and seconded by Commissioner Mabie to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:33 p.m.  Motion carried.  
 
 
 


