
 
 

CITY OF BAYPORT 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
MARCH 19, 2012 

6:00 P.M. 
      
CALL TO ORDER 
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, Vice Chairperson Levy called the regular Bayport 
Planning Commission meeting of March 19, 2012, to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Commissioners Present:  David Levy, Jason Obler and Joe Ritzer 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Todd Gilles 
 
City Staff Present:  Assistant City Administrator/Planner Sara Taylor, City Council Liaison 
Michele Hanson 
 
SWEARING IN OF NEW MEMBER JEFF RICHTMAN 
Commissioner Levy administered the oath of office to Jeff Richtman, who was recently 
appointed by the City Council to fill the seat vacated by Pam Hoye.  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Planner Taylor reviewed the Planning Commission bylaws regarding election of officers.  In the 
past, the vice chairperson typically has been elected to fill the vacancy of chairperson.  As such, 
a motion to elect David Levy to the position of chairperson would be appropriate.  Planner 
Taylor stated that if David Levy is elected to serve as the chairperson, the Planning Commission 
will also need to elect a new vice chairperson.  Due to their longevity on the Planning 
Commission, it was recommended that either Joe Ritzer or Todd Gilles be appointed as vice 
chairperson.  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Obler and seconded by Commissioner Ritzer to appoint David 
Levy as the chairperson of the Planning Commission for a term of two years, or until his term 
expires.  Motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Levy and seconded by Commissioner Obler to appoint Joe 
Ritzer as vice chairperson of the Planning Commission for a term of two years, or until his term 
expires.  Motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Commissioner Ritzer and seconded by Commissioner Obler to approve the 
December 19, 2011 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Public hearing to consider amendments to the city’s zoning ordinance, related to variances, to 
comply with new state legislation:  Planner Taylor explained that a new state law now requires 
cities to use different criteria when determining whether a variance should be granted.  In the 
past, cities have used the “undue hardship” variance standard and criteria to evaluate variance 
applications; however, the new law now requires cities to use the “practical difficulties” standard 
and criteria.  The proposed amendments to the city’s zoning ordinance to comply with the new 
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variance law were reviewed, along with a few minor text updates to be consistent with current 
practice.  Planner Taylor noted the new standard will provide cities more leniency when 
considering whether to grant variance requests.  Notice of the public hearing was published in 
the Stillwater Gazette and no comments were received prior to the meeting.  The city attorney 
has reviewed and approved the proposed amendments, and staff is recommending approval of 
the draft ordinance. 
 
Chairperson Levy opened the public hearing and no comment was heard. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Ritzer and seconded by Commissioner Richtman to close the 
public hearing.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion followed on the proposed amendments, noting that revisions were made to the 
submittal requirements for variance applications to streamline the process and clarifying that the 
City Council shall serve as the board of adjustments and appeals when reviewing variances. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Obler and seconded by Commissioner Ritzer to recommend to 
the City Council to approve the proposed amendments to the city’s zoning ordinance, related to 
variances, to comply with new state legislation, with the findings of fact listed in the staff report 
and presented at the meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Planner Taylor welcomed Jeff Richtman to the Planning Commission and thanked him for his 
willingness to serve on the commission.  Planner Taylor also noted that the April 16, 2012 
Planning Commission meeting has been cancelled, due to a lack of business. 
 
OPEN FORUM – None 
 
ADJOURN 
It was moved by Commissioner Ritzer and seconded by Commissioner Obler to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:11 p.m.  Motion carried.  


