
 
CITY OF BAYPORT 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

OCTOBER 5, 2015 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Pursuant to due call and notice, Mayor St. Ores called the regular City Council meeting of October 5, 
2015 to order at 6:00 p.m., and asked Councilmembers, staff and the audience to join in pledging 
allegiance to the American Flag.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Members Present:  Mayor Susan St. Ores, Councilmembers Dan Goldston, Michele Hanson and Patrick 
McGann 
 
Members Absent:  Councilmember Connie Carlson 
 
Staff Present:  City Administrator Logan Martin, Fire Chief Allen Eisinger, Public Works Supervisor 
Mel Horak, City Engineer John Parotti, City Attorney Andy Pratt, and Assistant City Administrator/ 
Planner Sara Taylor 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Councilmember Hanson and seconded by Councilmember Goldston to approve the  
October 5, 2015 City Council agenda.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/COMMENDATIONS/PETITIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
1. The September recycling award recipients are Willard and Sandra Eder who will receive a recycling 

award their efforts, with funding made possible by a grant from Washington County. 
2. Mayor St. Ores reminded residents that the entry deadline for the Focus on Bayport Photo Contest is 

October 15, 2015.  Contest details and entry forms are available at City Hall and on the city’s 
website. 

 
OPEN FORUM 
1. Jill Smith said she began her new duties as the Bayport Library Director on September 28 and is 

looking forward to working with the community.  Jill has over 20 years of work experience in a 
library setting. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Mayor St. Ores read items 1-8 on the consent agenda.   
 
Councilmember Hanson introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
                                                                                                                                           Resolution 15-27 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 1-8 FROM THE 
October 5, 2015 CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 

1. September 8, 2015 City Council workshop meeting minutes         
2. September 8, 2015 City Council regular meeting minutes       
3. September payables and receipts   (check numbers 006220-006322)        
4. September building, plumbing and mechanical permits report       
5. Authorization to continue deer culling efforts 
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6. Special event application from Andersen Parent Group for Andersen Elementary walkathon at 
Barker’s Alps Park on October 20, 2015 

7. Pay application #5 from Siegfried Construction for Perro Park improvements 
8. Pay application #4 from Kraus Anderson and subcontractors for Fire Hall construction 
 
The motion for adopting the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember McGann and 
upon roll call being taken, the following voted via voice: 
 

Susan St. Ores  – aye  Michele Hanson – aye   
Dan Goldston – aye  Patrick McGann – aye 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Consider quotes to perform the 2015 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning Project:  Engineer Parotti reviewed the 
process to solicit quotes to clean approximately one-half of the city’s sanitary sewer mains this fall.  
Two quotes were received and staff recommended awarding the project to the low quoter, Visu-Sewer, 
Inc.  Visu-Sewer has performed this work satisfactorily for the city over the past several years, and their 
quoted price per foot is the same as last year.   
 
It was moved by Councilmember McGann and seconded by Councilmember Goldston to award the 
2015 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning Project to Visu-Sewer, Inc., in the amount of $19,943.75.  Motion carried 
4-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Consider adopting a resolution to participate, support, and increase local pollinator efforts within the St. 
Croix River Watershed:  Administrator Martin said there is an initiative of public and private businesses 
and agencies along the St. Croix River Watershed to support and increase the natural habitat for 
pollinators (honeybees, Monarch butterflies, etc.), to reduce the trend of a decreasing ecosystem 
necessary for the pollinators’ survival.  Over 60 organizations, including Andersen Corporation and 
Xcel Energy, have signed a “Pollinator Pledge” to support this initiative and staff recommended 
adoption of a resolution to participate in the efforts to increase the local pollinator habitat.  No financial 
commitment required by adopting the resolution; rather it serves as a statement of support for the efforts 
to increase pollinator-friendly plantings and education.  Discussion followed on the importance of the 
initiative.  It was noted the City Hall rain garden includes many pollinator-friendly plants and the 
plantings at the new Fire Hall will also include native plants beneficial to pollinators.  Mayor St. Ores 
suggested the Bayport in Bloom contest coordinators could incorporate a pollinator-friendly category 
into the annual garden contest, and Councilmember Hanson said the Afton-Bayport-Lakeland Lion’s 
Club has undertaken projects to increase the area’s butterfly population. 
 
Councilmember Goldston introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
                                         Resolution 15-28 
 

A RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE, SUPPORT, AND INCREASE LOCAL POLLINATOR 
EFFORTS WITHIN THE ST. CROIX RIVER WATERSHED 

The motion for adopting the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hanson and 
upon roll call being taken, the following voted via voice: 
 

Susan St. Ores  – aye  Michele Hanson – aye   
Dan Goldston – aye  Patrick McGann – aye 
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Consider authorization to solicit quotes and complete the demolition of the property located at 169 3rd 
Street North:  Administrator Martin reported the city has completed a purchase agreement and submitted 
earnest money to acquire the building at 169 3rd Street North, for a potential redevelopment into a 
municipal parking lot.  As part of its due diligence, the city has completed initial testing on the grounds 
and building interior, which has revealed the expected amount of hazardous materials, e.g. asbestos, for 
a building of this age.  The Washington County Historical Society has verified that the building has no 
historical significance and is not listed on a historic register.  Staff requested approval to solicit quotes 
for demolition of the building, as well as authorization to complete the demolition in October, provided 
the low quote is within the preliminary budget of $15,000.  If the quotes are higher than $15,000, the 
option to proceed would be considered at the November City Council meeting.  The proposed municipal 
parking lot project is being funded by Tax Increment Finance funds and demolition costs are an eligible 
expense for these funds. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Hanson and seconded by Councilmember McGann to authorize staff 
to solicit quotes for the demolition of the property located at 169 3rd Street North and to complete the 
demolition if the quotes are within the preliminary budget of $15,000.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS 
Councilmember Hanson reported on the recent Andersen Community Advisory Commission meeting. 
The plant is meeting or exceeding its air emissions standards as part of its involvement with the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Project XL initiative. 
 
Councilmember Goldston reported on the September 10, 2015 meeting of the Middle St. Croix 
Watershed Management Organization (MSCWMO).  The board voted to increase the budget for 2016 to 
allow for increased water quality monitoring and implementation of recommendations to ensure a 
healthy ecosystem for the area’s rivers, lakes and streams. 
 
On September 28, Mayor St. Ores and fellow councilmembers attended the dedication of the new 
Bayport welcome sign installed by the First State Bank and Trust.   
 
STAFF/CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS 
Fire Chief Eisinger reviewed his written report and highlighted recent drills and Fire Prevention week 
activities scheduled during the week of October 4-10.  He stressed the importance of having working 
smoke detectors in your home and said most detectors need to be replaced after seven years.  He invited 
everyone to the Public Safety Open House at the Fire Hall on Saturday, October 31, 5:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor St. Ores asked about the burglary reports mentioned in the Police Department call load activity.  
Administrator Martin did not discuss specifics, but Chief Eastman has previously reported that open 
garage doors often result in theft activity. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Horak reviewed his written report.  He noted the department will be flushing 
fire hydrants October 6-16, weather permitting, and residents may experience some discolored water.  
Residents should let the water run until it clears.  Instead of removing the city boarding dock at 4th 
Avenue North as planned this week, staff will shorten the dock to allow for continued fall boat 
launching and begin preparations for winter storage.  He stressed the importance of bagging leaves and 
not blowing yard debris into the street because the street sweeper is not engineered to remove large 
quantities of leaves and other debris.  Mayor St. Ores added that leaves and grass clippings that are not 
properly disposed of end up in the St. Croix River and add to the river’s increasing phosphorus levels.  
Residents were asked to do their part to maintain the health of Perro Creek and the St. Croix River.  
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Mayor St. Ores thanked the Bethlehem Lutheran Church group that completed painting and tree planting 
projects at Perro Park.  She also recognized Supervisor Horak and department staff for assisting with the 
Perro Park improvements and Derby Days activities. 
 
Administrator Martin recognized and thanked interim Library Director Maureen Bell for her leadership 
at the library during the hiring/orientation process for the new library director.   
 
Assistant City Administrator/Planner Taylor noted that in addition to the Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
painting and tree planting projects at Perro Park, the city and Bayport American Legion officially 
dedicated the renovated ball field as Legion Field during a ceremony on September 19.  The American 
Legion pledged $15,000 for new benches, backstop, and signage.  Staff is also working with Andersen 
Corporation on a grant to receive new warming house windows, and partnering with the Bayport Senior 
Center to obtain pickle ball equipment and possibly set up intergenerational pickle ball play.  The next 
edition of the city newsletter is scheduled to be distributed within the next few weeks.  Residents were 
encouraged to submit entries for the Focus on Bayport photo contest by October 15; this year, prizes will 
be awarded in each category. 
 
Administrator Martin reported the Fire Hall construction project is on schedule and the move to the new 
building is expected to occur in late February/early March 2016.  Grass seed, trees and other landscaping 
will be installed this fall. 
 
Administrator Martin provided an update on City Council action taken at the July 7, 2015 meeting.  A 
resolution was adopted removing Outlot P in the Inspiration development from the definition of 
“protected property” under the terms of the Conservation Easement originally placed on the property.  It 
was believed that Outlot P needed to be removed from the regulations and restrictions of the 
Conservation Easement to legally allow the city to build on up to two acres of the approximate five-acre 
outlot, should the city choose to exercise its first right of refusal to build on the parcel, per the 
Inspiration Developer’s Agreement.  Upon further review by legal counsel for the current developer and 
the city attorney, it was discovered that removing the parcel from the Conservation Easement would 
have no effect on whether the parcel could be built on in the future.  Therefore, the adopted resolution 
will not be executed and the Conservation Easement will remain on the property.  Formal documentation 
regarding this action will be incorporated into the July 6, 2015 City Council meeting minutes and 
consent agenda resolution. 
 
CITY COUNCIL ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Mayor St. Ores thanked the Bayport Community Action League and city staff for coordinating 

another successful Derby Days event on September 19.  She thanked the Bayport American Legion 
for the donation that made the Perro Park ball field improvements possible. 

2. Mayor St. Ores requested staff begin the process to determine the physical condition of the current 
Fire Hall and the feasibility of alternate uses so the city has the information necessary to pursue 
options. 

3. Mayor St. Ores requested staff continue to develop the street and sewer infrastructure study. 
 
ADJOURNMENT TO CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES  
SECTION 13D.05, SUBD. 3(a) 
Mayor St. Ores stated the City Council would be adjourning into closed session pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes, Section 13D.05, Subdivision 3(a) to evaluate the performance of the City Administrator. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember McGann and seconded by Councilmember Goldston to move into 
closed session at 7:02 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING AND SUMMARIZE CLOSED SESSION 
Mayor St. Ores reconvened the regular open meeting at 7:23 p.m.  Attorney Pratt said the City Council 
discussed the annual performance appraisal of City Administrator Logan Martin, who is subject to the 
City Council’s authority.  Councilmembers scored Administrator Martin’s performance in several 
categories and found his work to be commendable in all areas.  Speaking on behalf of the City Council, 
Mayor St. Ores said they are very pleased and happy to have Administrator Martin as part of the city’s 
staff. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Councilmember Goldston and seconded by Councilmember McGann to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:25 p.m. Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
_________________________________ 
City Administrator/Clerk 
 


